Workhouse & the Poor

As a consequence factories need more workers so with higher wages they attracted people from the land to towns and cities. Most farm workers were born, lived, worked, never left and died in their village. But as the people moved to  industry in the cities with laborer’s migrated to the cities they needed housing and many back to back cheap houses were built to accommodate them, known as slums or better known as the Cottage industries which developed in cities around 1870, resulting in the harsh tenement housing system. Immigrant families lived and worked in these crowded, unsafe apartment buildings. They worked for extremely low wages, usually making garments.  Children in particular were used because they could climb under machinery to repair it and because they were paid a pittance as the poor evolved they ended up working in workhouses in slave like conditions. At a time when the government were trying to abolish slavery it was occurring at the cities and towns in their own country.

The people worked  the factories and went home to dank dark buildings. However sewerage improved and places like London built hundreds of tunnels under the city to carry the effluence away using gravity and water. 
